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of Mir Allum forty years before. It took the Government
of India eight months to cut this Gordian red-tape knot
and then they pointed out the reason of the delay in
acknowledging the Minister's letter reporting his appoint-
ment. No doubt the reasoning of the Governor-General
was perfectly correct. .The forty years that had elapsed
had brought about an enormous change in the relations
betwfeen the head of the Government of India and the
native princes. He was no longer the " petitioner " or
suppliant, whose representative had to take off his shoes
before approaching a native prince, but he was now the
" Paramount Power/' whose expressed wish was accepted
by every prince as an order, and it was therefore mani-
festly improper that a subordinate of the prince should
address the Governor-General as an equal. Still, the
matter was so simple that it could have been easily
arranged by a few words of semi-official correspondence,
without having had to incur the long delay which ensued
before the Government of India recognized the appoint-
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ment of the new Minister. In India a delay of this
kind is always dangerous, and tends to weaken the posi-
tion and the influence of the new nominee. The Nizam
naturally thought that the delay meant a disapproval
of his choice, and as this choice had been made at the
recommendation of the Resident he reasoned to himself
that neither the Resident nor the Minister enjoyed the
full confidence of the Governor-General, consequently
none of the internal reforms which the Resident was
anxious to carry out were accepted by him, and for
more than 18 months matters remained as unsettled as
they had been before the Minister's appointment. The
next step of the Government of India was calculated to
continue this impression. One of the Resident's schemes
was to appoint a Mr. Dighton as the Commissioner of